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D oris Regina Shaw Quinn, 90, of Memphis, TN, went to be

with her Lord and Savior on Wednesday, January 7th, 2026.

Doris Regina Shaw Quinn, the only child of Thelma Jones and Cleotha Shaw was born in

Haywood County, Tennessee on May 31, 1935. At the age of 11, she accepted Christ and united
with Danceyville CME Church in August of 1946. The family moved to Memphis in 1947, and she
later became a member of Trinity CME Church in 1948. “Jean” graduated from Manassas High

School in 1952 and married John H. Quinn that same year. From that union, 5 children were
born: Bruce, Shaweda, Susan, Sherrye, and Stacey.

In 1961, she was baptized by Rev. Walter Ragsdale and became a member of Emmanuel Baptist
Church. In 1966, she received a certificate from Memphis Area Vocational Technical School and
became a Nursing Assistant at the old John Gaston Hospital for 2 years. In 1969, she received a

license to become an LPN from the State of Tennessee after completion of the Nursing program
at the Vocational School and passing State Board Exams. She returned to the hospital and was
employed there another 25 years, retiring November 11, 1994. During her employment, she

received many certificates and awards for her skills in patient care, employee relations, as well as
gaining continuing education units.

Doris Quinn became a member of Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church in 1974 during the
pastorage of Rev. Q.C. Billops. She became much more involved in church activities after she
retired from The Med in 1994.

Her love for Memphis was shown in her generous contributions to churches, colleges, libraries,
and other organizations that exemplified her passions, ideals, beliefs, and love for people.

Doris dedicated her life to many different activities at church and in the community; those
including, Co-Editor of the Bethlehem Star, Director of Health Services, Secretary/Treasury for
Mother Board, Assistant Sunday School Teacher, President of Elnora Farwell Chapter Senior
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Leaders for 15 years, Director of Elnora Farwell Chapter Senior Leaders for 7 years, Coordinator
for Neighborhood Commodities Program, a Member of Missionary Society, and a Member of the

Amicae Auxiliary of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc. - Alpha Eta Zeta Chapter.

She enjoyed spending her time journaling, writing poetry, reading, doing crossword puzzles,

traveling, and listening to all types of music.
Through the many chapters of her life, what she cherished most was being a mother to her five
wonderful children, loving them and teaching them. She was so proud of how intelligent,

industrious, decent, respectable, Christian individuals they were and that they taught their
children the same things she instilled so deeply in them. “I love them. I’m proud of them, and my

prayer was always that God would bless them.”

In addition to her parents, Thelma Jones and Cleotha Shaw, she is preceded in death by her son,
Bruce Quinn, and granddaughter, Kimberly Gates.

She leaves to cherish her memory her brother Samuel Shaw (Indiana), and her sisters, Jessie Faye
Henderson, and CleLeatha Shaw (Illinois). Continuing her legacy are her daughters, Shaweda
Gates, Susan Brady (Ray), Sherrye Quinn, and Stacey Jill Smith (Julian); her grandchildren,

LaShunda Wells (Steve), Jermaine Quinn (Valerie), Bruce Wilson Quinn (Stephanique), Angela
Jones ( Jacques), Shawn Gates (Alexandria), Anastasia Smith, Julian H. Smith, II., and Regina Smith.

She leaves a host of great-grandchildren, great-great grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins, and
special friends.
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Visitation

Memorial Park Funeral Home

5668 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38119

Graveside  Service

Memorial Park Mausoleum  Rotunda

5668 Poplar Avenue, Memphis TN 38119

Cemetery Details

Memorial Park Cemetery

5668 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38119

(901) 445-8475
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Wednesday, January 21, 2026

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CT

Wednesday, January 21, 2026

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM CT
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Jaden lit a candle in honor of Doris.

Thank you for your loving compassion and smilesSarah WardJacqueline and

Keithron

January 21 at 4:08 PM

AT Alsac  St Jude Facilities Operations Team  sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray

to the Quinn family.

January 20 at 3:24 PM

Anonymous sent a Serene Retreat to the Quinn family.

January 19 at 11:05 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Quinn family.

January 17 at 7:18 PM

RD Rosie Phillips Davis planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Doris.

January 17 at 7:18 PM

H.Chantale Pollard posted:

Please accept our deepest condolences on the passing of Mother Quinn. She was a cherished

part of our church family, and her presence, kindness, and faith will not be forgotten.During this

time of sorrow, we pray that God surrounds you all with comfort, strengthens you in moments of

grief, and reminds you that you are not alone. May the love Mother Quinn shared and the

memories you hold bring peace to your hearts in the days ahead.With love and sympathy,Marlon

& Chantale Pollard❤️

January 14 at 6:36 PM
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Angela  Garrett lit a candle in honor of Doris.

Prayers and condolences to the family.

January 14 at 2:18 PM

Angela  Garrett lit a candle in honor of Doris.

Prayers and condolences to the family. Friend of Stacey Smith💞

January 14 at 2:17 PM

Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Quinn family.

January 12 at 10:21 AM

Camille Barnes lit a candle in honor of Doris.

Cle,You and your family have my sincere condolences. My prayers are with you

for strength and comfort during this difficult time.

January 12 at 7:50 AM

BQ Bruce Quinn shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

I loved the way we use to text each other, I could almost see the smile on her face,

the way she poured in to me was like no other, she always knew just what to say. I

will always carry her with me everywhere I go. Love you grandma to the moon and

back. Rest well till we meet again. Your grandson Bruce W. Quinn

January 12 at 3:30 AM
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Regina  Smith lit a candle in honor of Doris.

💜 My favorite memories with my grandma will always be the letters we shared.

Whether we were writing for fun or because I’d gotten myself into trouble…

those letters were our little world. It was a place full of her wisdom, her jokes,

and her love. Even when I knew she was writing because I’d recently done

something, I was still excited to receive it. She had this way of making me feel seen, understood,

and cared for, no matter what. I’ll miss her more than words can say, but I carry her with me in every

memory, every lesson, and every kind word. I’m so PROUD to be her namesake, and I hope I make

her as proud of me as I am of her! 💜

January 12 at 2:25 AM
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BQ Bruce Quinn shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. January 12 at 3:30 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Doris by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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